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Education 

Doctor of Philosophy, Biological and Biomedical Sciences


2006

Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA






Boston, MA

Bachelor and Master of Biochemistry, Molecular and Cellular Biochemistry
2002

University of Oxford, Merton College, UK





Oxford, UK 

Training

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Laboratory of Dr. Sean J Morrison

2011 – 2017 
Children’s Research Institute at UT Southwestern Medical Center


Dallas, TX

Mechanisms of molecular adaptation in metastasizing melanoma cells

Graduate Student, Laboratory of Dr. Richard I Gregory



2007 – 2011
Department of Biological Chemistry and Molecular Pharmacology


Boston, MA
Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA

Posttranscriptional regulation of let-7 microRNA family in embryonic stem

cells and cancer
Research Exchange Student, Laboratory of Dr. Michael Hecht


8/05 – 12/05

Department of Chemistry, Princeton University, NJ




Princeton, NJ

Investigating formation of amyloid protein fibers, by generating mutation

libraries in the Amyloid Beta Peptide

Undergraduate Researcher, Biochemical Society Summer Studentship,

6/04 – 8/04 

Laboratory of Dr. James McDonnell






Oxford, UK

Department of Biophysics, University of Oxford, UK 

Exploring the molecular interactions of Src tyrosine kinase, Fyn and signal 

transduction in allergic reactions

Undergraduate Researcher, 

Department of Vascular Biology and Thrombosis Research, 


6/03 – 8/03

University of Vienna, Austria 







Vienna, Austria

Investigating oxidized lipoproteins and lipid oxidation products using 

preparative thin layer chromatography
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Honors and Awards
NIH K99/R00 award 1K99CA201228-01A1from the NCI 



04/2016 – 03/2021
AACR-Aflac, Inc. Scholar-in-Training Award





02/2016
Finalist for the UT Southwestern Award for Excellence 



02/2016

in Postdoctoral Research
Finalist for the Regeneron Prize for Creative Innovation 



01/2016
Helen Hay Whitney Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship



2012 – Current
Roberto and Allison Mignone Fund Graduate Fellowship



2009 – 2011
Children’s Hospital Boston; Semi-Annual Stem Cell Program Event

2008
Selected Speaker 

Title: Molecular determinants of miRNA processing inhibition by Lin28
Harvard Stem Cell Institute; Annual Institute Retreat



2008
Best Poster

Title: Molecular and Cellular Determinants of Lin28-mediated processing

block of the let-7 family of microRNAs
Research Exchange Scholar, Princeton University, NJ



2005
Biochemical Society Summer Studentship,





2004 
Merton College, University of Oxford, UK


Distinction in the Preliminary Examination,





2003 
Promoted to Exhibitioner (College Scholarship), 
Merton College, University of Oxford, UK

Harvard Book Prize, Vienna International School, Vienna, Austria


2002
Invited Presentations
Oxidative stress inhibits distant metastasis by human melanoma cells

9/15
2nd Annual Summit on Practical and Emerging Trends in Melanoma
Pasadena, CA

Reversible Metabolic Changes in Human Melanoma Cells Enable 


5/15

Distant Metastasis

Cancer Cell Metabolism: Unique Features Inform New Therapeutic Opportunities

The New York Academy of Sciences, NY

Molecular and Cellular Determinants of Lin28-mediated processing block 

9/08

of the let-7 family of microRNAs
Semi-Annual Stem Cell Program Event,
Children’s Hospital Boston, Boston, MA

Teaching Experience

Head Teaching Assistant,







2008
Molecular Biology Core Course

Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA

Teaching Assistant








2007
Molecular Biology Core Course,

Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA

Instructor









2007
Science program for disadvantaged middle school students

Dorchester, MA



CURRENT & PENDING SUPPORT
Current

Lab Start Up Funds
(PI: Piskounova)



Start date: 07/03/2017 

Weill Cornell Medicine


$1.5M 











Pending

Grant R00CA201228-01

(PI: Piskounova)



08/01/2017-07/31/20

National Institutes of Health


$146,903 direct costs/year


9 CM

Identification and functional characterization of metabolic adaptations during melanoma metastasis

The major goal of this project is to 
Overlap: None
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